
2026 APPLICATION 
WORKSHEET: PROJECT 

TRACK 
 

APPLICATION DEALINE: 1 MARCH, 2026 

APPLY ONLINE AT: kathmandudoclab.org/apply 

1. OVERVIEW 

The Kathmandu Doc Lab (KDL) is a residential incubation program designed to nurture 
South Asia’s most urgent, untold narratives. We provide a safe, neutral space in 
Kathmandu where filmmakers can collaborate, refine their craft, and connect directly with 
the global industry. 

• Lab Dates: May 22 – 27, 2026 
• Location: Kathmandu, Nepal 
• Format: Residential (Participants stay together for 5 days). 

2. WHICH TRACK IS FOR YOU? 

Track A: Project Participants 

• Who: South Asian filmmakers (or diaspora) with a feature-length documentary in 
Development or Early Production. 

• Focus: First or second-time feature directors are strongly encouraged. 
• The Commitment: You must be available for virtual pre-lab workshops (April) and 

the full in-person residential lab (May). 
• Fees: Selected participants pay a subsidized fee (NPR 15,000 for Nepal / $100 for 

International) covering food, accommodation, and training. 

Track B: Observers 

• Who: Emerging filmmakers, film students, and journalists from Nepal who want to 
learn the ropes of the industry. 

• Requirement: No active project is required. You are there to learn, shadow, and 
network. 

• The Commitment: In-person attendance for the 5-day lab. 

https://kathmandudoclab.org/apply


• Fees: NPR 12,000 (Covers lunch and tea/coffee). Accommodation is not included 
for observers. 

3. IMPORTANT POLICIES 

A Note on AI (Artificial Intelligence) We want to hear your voice. We highly discourage 
using generative AI (like ChatGPT) to write your personal statements, loglines, or creative 
answers. We are looking for authenticity, not perfection. 

• Tip: It is acceptable to use AI tools for proofreading or grammar checking, but the 
core ideas and phrasing should come from you. 

Language The working language of the lab is English. However, we do not expect "perfect" 
academic English. If you can communicate your ideas clearly, that is enough. 

Accessibility & Alternative Submissions We are committed to making this application 
process accessible. If you are unable to submit a written form in English or cannot use the 
online portal for any reason, please contact us. 

• Email: doclab@kimff.org 
• We can schedule a video or phone interview to take your application verbally. 

4. HOW TO APPLY 

1. Review the Application Worksheet to prepare your answers offline. 
2. Gather your visual materials and links. 
3. Fill out the online form before March 1, 2026. 
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